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	Project Description 
	

	The main aim of the project is to discuss new teaching and research agendas in humanities and to introduce approaches that have been mostly developed within the field of cultural history into the university teaching. During the recent decades a new cultural history has developed as one of the most dynamic, interdisciplinary and innovative fields of historical studies. The project is designed to focus on a selected set of analytical concepts and areas of research, which, in our opinion, render the best the idea of what the practice of a cultural history is today. Another major task of the project is to consider how a conceptual equipment and new modes of interpretations offered by the new cultural history can help to reassess traditional historical narratives of Eastern and Central Europe. 

First, the project participants will try to delineate general contours of the field of the cultural history by discussing its guiding ideas, conceptual premises, major achievements, theoretical dilemmas and debates. Following this general outline of major trends in the cultural history, the project sessions will then deal with some distinct problems. The opening session will concentrate on the problem of cultural symbols and representations in historical analysis. The project will tend to sharpen participants’ awareness of contextual and fluid meanings of cultural symbols which can be comprehended only in relation to particular and changing contexts in which they operates. This observation will lead us to the topic of the next session, on which participants will be proposed to reflect upon the problem of reception and invention in the cultural history, especially as it is seen through the prism of cultural encounter and transfer.
The project is also going to raise another fundamental issue of how the practice of a new cultural history reshaped historians’ visions of and approaches to the individual in history in comparison to the paradigms of social structures and grand political narratives that dominate today’s university curricula. The project also intends to call attention to the uses and misuses of concepts and categories such as symbolic violence, cultural hegemony and resistance which point to the interrelation of culture and power in history. By utilizing all these categories historians has attempted to locate culture, its resources, institutions and actors at the center of power relations, to show how a culture operates to produce and maintain various sorts of hegemonic social formations and disciplinary regimes such as early modern confessions, absolutist states and bureaucracy, modern social classes and nations, etc. 

The discussion of the interrelation of power and culture in history will be pursued further by focusing on the problem of confessionalization and the formation of confessional identities in East-Central Europe during early modern and modern times. Finally, the project is going to highlight the role of culture as a powerful gear of change in history. This question will be approached from the institutional perspective by discussing the role of cultural institutions as agents of change in urban context.

The project will help to redesign existing (“normative”) courses on cultural/historical anthropology, history of culture, sociology of culture and cultural studies, and to introduce new courses on cultural history in the undergraduate curricula in the region. The project shall produce the following main results: participants will design and introduce new courses; on-line resource center in the field of cultural history of the region will be developed; participants will be equipped with crucial resources (including syllabi, reading packets, books, digital materials, CDs, etc) to cover existing resource gaps at their institutions.

Preliminary Schedule of Sessions:
1) Summer session. July 2011

Theme 1. Beyond all possible “turns,” or What is a cultural history today?

Theme 2. “The Forest of Symbols:” rituals, symbolic actions and representations

2) Winter session. January 2012

Theme 3. “Liquid cultures:” cultural transfers, invention, and reception

Theme 4. Individual as a problem of cultural history: ego-documents, biography and individual

3) Summer session. July 2012

Theme 5. Reassessing Power, Resistance and Negotiation: Cultural Hegemony, Social Discipline, and Technologies of Power

Theme 6. Religious Identities and Confessionalization in Early Modern and Modern East-Central Europe

4) Winter session.  January 2013

Theme 7. City and Cultural Change



	Participants Eligibility   
	

	Disciplines
	History, Cultural Studies, Sociology, Cultural Anthropology

	Region/countries
	Belarus, Moldova, Russia, Ukraine

	Academic profile
	Junior university professors/ lecturers

	Language Requirements
	Good command of English; working knowledge of Russian

	Other criteria
	Experience in a thematic field of the project

	Application procedure 
	Application Form; Curriculum Vitae; List of publications; Draft of a course syllabus in the field of cultural history; Scholarly text related to the topic of the project



	Logistic
	

	Accommodation
	Double room

	Deadline for applications


	April 10, 2011

	Contact information for applicants and general inquiries



	Contact person
	Ostap Sereda

	Postal address
	Rynok 17, 79008 Lviv, Ukraine

	Telephone/fax
	+38 032 2377556

	E-mail
	spis2005@yahoo.com; ostap_sereda@yahoo.com; 

	Web site
	www.timeandspace.lviv.ua
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